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Quality heathers improved
with Broadleaf

AUL Gardner owns a
Psmall nursery just
west of Hereford
where he specialises in

heather production. Every
year he grows in excess of
250,000 heathers, all from
cuttings rooted at the nur-
sery. These are marketed to
garden centres and land-
scape contractors, all of
whose requirements are for
a quality plant second to
none. So it is not surprising
that Paul’s other speciality is
quality, which is, as far as he
is concerned, the most
important factor for sales.
Paul says that his heathers
must look first class on the
garden centre bench and this
in turn will give the cus-
tomers the value for money
and satisfaction that they
rightly deserve.

He explains that by using
Broadleaf P4 in the compost
he believes he is getting even
better quality. “I started to
use Broadleaf P4 in my com-
post four years ago and it has
helped to give me even
greater success and easier
production techniques. Most
of my crop production is out-
side as this helps to grow a
more natural plant.

The first problem to be
overcome by using P4 was
that I suffer with a very high

water table on the nursery
and although I have the pots
standing on lins of gravel I
used to get a wet bottom
area in the pots. But now it
seems the polymer is keep-
ing the compost more open
and allowing a better
drainage through the pot.
This alone has contributed to
my quality because I have
eliminated the root diseases
and now get a much thicker
root development
throughout the compost.
The first thing I noticed was
that I get even distribution
of moisture through the com-
post — even in times of heavy
rainfall. This, together with
the better root growth
obviously leads to better top
growth. Let’s face it - it is
the top growth that sells the
plant once it is on display.

With a much better top I
have also found that I get the
heathers in flower about one
month earlier, so I can start
to move them out to the
garden centre a bit before
everyone else. This gives me
a bit of an edge over the
competition. I also found
that the flowers were much
longer lasting. These are all
good points for the garden
centre market because they
look better and last longer at
the point of sale.

“On the production side I
have been able to cut down
on my irrigation require-
ments which is a major cost-
saving in labour and water
bills. Should the compost
become dried out due to an
irrigation problem there is
still plenty of available mois-
ture within the polymer gel-
particles for the roots to
draw upon. Completely dry
compost is no problem
re-wetting as the polymer
also works like a wetting
agent and, of course, with
less water going through the
pot, the leaching of nutrients
is minimal, whichinitselfis a

significant cost saver.

“The polymer certainly
gives me value for money
and saves on other aspects of
the growing technique,
which all contribute to a
quality crop.

“Probably just as import-
ant, though, is the fact that I
have been able to expand pro-
duction by a sizeable amount
and keep the very important
quality without having to
make any other sacrifices.
Let’'s face it - a quality
heather will sell and that’s the
name of the game.”




